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fatal error of the French Emperor, Thence the 
declination of the star of Lours Mareundaeeay! 


"‘poenced.,: On the instant, the Bourbon and Or- 
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through the tripertite. eoslition, against Mexico, 
yet impe'led by a foolish, pride, and that species 
, Of worldly wisdom which filled his phy with | 
vague, ideas of possession of golt 

silver mines in Mexico, uniting the Latin raée tn 
Been pro erbeorg borg 
“world generally fh the most approved Quixotic 
" gtyle, Lovis Narotson, of ‘himself, undertook to 
‘eatty-on the invasion aso me SP YES for 
the government of that country. 


_Teceived with open arms by the na- 
tion whose subjugation ¢ came to achieve! 
And what does this invading foree meet 
with in Mexico ? From the sea to the } 

to the 


country. Many of’ the poot Fréncli soldiers find 
an inglorious grave beneath‘ the’ Mexitan sod. 
Many are enfeebled and ‘dispirited, while large 
aumbers desert, and wander to distant parts of the 
country, where they follow such pursuits as their 
tastes may dictate, The remainder of the French 
army staggers onward toward the interiér poorly 
provided for, harassed day and night by an invet- 
erate, active and daring foe, and hearing nothing 
as it advances. but..eccounts of strongly fortified 
passes and cities, held by powerful armies deter- 
mined to fight’ desperately and drive tht Varetae 
invader from their country. 

While these events are progréssing in Mexico, 
Lovis NaPoLEon, under the pressure of adverse 
European influences, doubtless, finds it neceseary 
to promuigate his American policy in the form of 
this’ startling and | t Gen. 
¥orsr, Commander-in-Chief of the French army 
in Mexico, which purports to have been written 
July 3, 1862, This letter to Gen, Fok isa bold, 


desperate bid for the sympathy of the European |. 


Governments. It has had ite intended effect on: 
the Government of Spain, fer the Government 
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‘Etats. Unis relating to Mr. Szwanp’s.reply to the, 
offer-of mediation, when I read your article of this 
day On'that stibject.”'It “seems tome you rather 
understate the case, and represent it in too mod- 
erate a forni. “It seems to me that Mr. Sewanv’s 


direct, It is, then, imaiediately after 
Ing broadly that he ts nol Wewtral, that th 


scheme may not be as pregnant with 

first. may appear, for certain comments and 
rumors just brought from over the sea might lead 
us to suppose that it is exactly what the Courrier 
des Etats Unis accuses Mr. Stwanrn’s dispatch to 


‘be—an electioneering move. 


In judging that remarkable, rather inigmatical 
man, who now rules France, and has kept Europe, 
princes and peoples in hot ‘water forthe last ten 


‘years, we must not forget that he has a most dif- 
‘ficult part to play, many difficulties to overcome. 


Prance, like this. country, has universal suffrage ; 
but instead of being worked by a Tammany Hall, 


organs of that country, the  Bpoca, and ‘other |) 


presses of Madrid, now advocate s common action 
with France in the affairs of this continent.“ But 


this is directly contrary to the policy of the Dem- | 


octatic party in Spain, of which Gen. Prox is the | 


representative. England evidently begins to dis- 
cover the elements of trouble which 
sround the French Emperor, and Se verry 
ing her time. . It is evident aleo that the heart of 
the French people is heavy. under the declining 
prestige -of their Emperor and the 


begin to weigh upon the nation. 
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france. Gen. Forry is constantly for large 
reinforcements, Admiral JuRIEN DE LA GRavixre, 
commander of the -French naval forces in the 
Gulf of Mexico, has resigned in disgust, and Rear- 
"Admiral Bosex “has ‘been eppeluted tp take his 
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‘ garrison Vera Cruz, under the idea that they are 
proof against the vomito pricto of that region.. 
This rash and ‘inboman act, with its attendant 
~ Idea, is about on a, pat with the “foolishness “or 


funacy that appears to have: directed all other | 


acts. ofthe French in their’ yaid tpon Mexico. 
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‘months being’ merely a probation, many are sent 
off at the end of that time. I have no faith that any | 
mode of appomtment whatever ‘will give youe 
whit more talent there than youhave. As to the 
echool, practice, it will only, make West Point 
more a echool.of art than it. ie and is not needed 
for any purpose.of ,education, As. to State 
schools of military preparation, they would be 
public nuisances, filled with evil and with danger. 


Had they not military schools in thé South? And. 


what’ Were they but schools of treasin? ‘The 


be than they ought to have ; and to foster 
military schools, and State armies will end 
in breaking the country into a dozen parts. I do 
not undervalue West Point, by. calling it a school 
of-ert, If it be so, oo is Mets, Woolwich, 


the Polytechnic and similar institutions, And it 
would be mete folly to’eay. that’ art | did not 
carry with it some Of the highest slements of 
education. It would be the grossest absurdity to 
gay that such men as Hitchcock, Résecrans, 
Mitchel, Thomas, Hooker, Heintzelman, Mansfield‘ 
Pope, Sumner, and a dozen others, were no better 
officers. and Generals, than. an equal; number 
of half-educated men, taken from the militia. No, 
West Point ‘has raised up firet-rate men of their. 
kind ; men whose monuments posterity will build, 
and write upon them epitaphs which will shame 
the captious spirit of the present day. My ples is 
for West, Point. . I say it needs to be built up, 
not torn down; nor merely amended, by edding an 
additional amount of gunnery and pyrotechnics. 
It needs higher studies, and a more philosophical 
spirit. « The'science of the world has moved on, 


and especially a minute as well as, practical 
knowledge of our own country. What is a Gene- 
ral, but « man of broad and firm mind, erllightened 
by general ideas and information? Is it impossible 
fa talon oh Rehbes'Whadird n08 edtentile ocheada 
to a higher level than mere elementary knowl. 
edge 2. Is. thie Utopian? Then there is same- 
thing else Utopian—the dream of: nations, gov- 
erned by an enlightened and virtuous publi¢ 
Tclaim' for West Point @ science in instruction; 
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posed to entertain any proposition in regard to 
en eeaareRl normal ‘the con 

ofour domestic affairs oreign 

ter whatever. herons Cage 
in effeét all that has ever passed between all 
thé Ministers residing bere and this Depart- 
ment.” Afier this, hows it possible to attach 
the least weight to ‘shy assurances of the 
Freach Goveronient, on such a subject? Is 


it not perfectly clear that they wilt hereafter 


be given, precisely as they have 'béen given 
hitherto, to blind us to the real designs of 
Emperor. aid thus keep the way open fos thety 
exeviition?”’ 

We do not suppose that the sole motive of 
the Emperor, in his, policy of intervention, is 
the desire: to. procure a- present ’ sup- 
ply of. cotton... That: is»-mainly’ a » pte, 
text—one admirably calculated at -once ‘to 
cover, and. ald «his. real designs.) )He is 
working out a future for France. He sees 
everything ripe for the realization of ideas in- 
herited from his uncle, concerning the import- 
ance of Coléales to France, and the absolute 
necessity of prevénting both England and the 
United Statey from having a monopoly of cot- 
ton in India and America. The movement is 


‘legislation is equally competent to 

Tt fs true that physical laws have: settled the 
principles upon which, theib-and other eng!- 
neering problems, aré,' étccessfnlly solv 
but shall this great National Hehiixt Mize to 
be unsafe and expensive whén its mechanical 
details have formed: the - subject’ of Congres- 
sional oratidns ? | It is trae that the teainship 
“Fok Kim, dn bebi‘brial.tlpy, lant week, did 
not'cease to wark economically when “cut- 


semi nd a rion 
‘alone x they will,receive the thanks and praises 
of . shareholders, passengers, freighters and 
the public for cetituried to come, 


Our ‘Mississippi Navy. oS 
open the Min one 
burgh, bid fair to be aided henceforth iia very 
‘ efidetive manner by our gunboats. The most 
gallant ram of out Wéstern flock, the Queen of 


mouth. of the Rio Grande, we-could soon be. 
idan Sinn ‘the work of estab 
lishing»a loyat Geverniient in Texas. 


Note from Gtn. Weedbury. . 

Naan Tuesday, Feb. 9. 1688. 
To the Editor of the New-York: ‘Times : 

In your paper of the 27:*@:it., Pe make certair 
statements relative 16 myself Which tiave no founda 
tion in fact—not the shadow of a foundation. 

pletcitaeganes do ath parm Buawsipe’s plan fo 
crossing the rivet on ‘Wednesday morning, tne 21s 


ting off” ‘short; . even after. they had the, West, is still lying below Vicksburgh, tak- |, oi onan properoteasions spoke in favor of it- 


opened Chief -Eogingér Isugnwoop's book 


ing a brief respite after her wonderful dash 
down the river’; ‘and we have news this mora- 


against “cutting ‘off’: short, “and solemnly 
inid it.” right’ onthe: cylinder’ head; \but'| ing that thé new ‘Wdutlor Tedianala haa.ran 
however tegardiess nature may tarp out to be af the batteries at. Vicksburgh, and. now keeps 
official opinidns, shall any Sediator dare to face | Company with the: Queen. ‘Whether ‘these 
& constituency. Whom he has. outraged: by ‘hoats\are’ to “take any direct part “in the 
neglecting to ingraft some original netion of ‘attack upon ‘Vicksburgh,..we do not know ; 
his own—good or ‘bad, just! as freaky Nature | but there is an important and Immediate | 
is in the humor to consider it—upon the peo- ‘work in’ ‘which. they: could profitably be 
ple’s Own railroad? What is the tise of hav: | employed." The two gunboats: are: amply 
tng any Congress, if, engineers, plodding in a sufficient, to clear the whole Mississippi River | 
‘slough of, trilitiowa and’ formulas—and, we | 44 all its. tributaries of every sort of rebel 
may add, soldiers, clambering naily way ‘oraftof all the steambodts' by pe ol 
rusty treadmili,as old ag gunpowder—cannot | to the tebels, ‘at Vickabusgh ax ‘ 
‘for once be compelied to'tarn a short corner whether they come down froiii Pore ROR 


and conform to the supreme power of the | of the Red Ri ian apap darwes Louiions 


repeatedly expressed my strong expectation of suc 
cese—did ali I could to promote success. 

There were no fiftéén pontoons on the river bani 
Wednesgay morning, In view of the enemy ; there 
were thirty pontoons there, covered from pete 
Bumerous pine trees, planted Monday and 
nights. It was no part of our plan to takep 
to the place before night. Sixty-é:x of these 
score Sear haar 
toward the United Stites Ford. a Fri could, nos ve 
a eatuenteatad an ae Ford before dark 
without being seen by ohms 
Enough bridges would have beez 
epee ee ee 

Ii wecomensaey in time to nave ar 
tiftery' proper” hoya aad place’ on the 
river at any designated hour, in spite of an interven 
ing bard rain of ten hiouts. we can. never surprise the 
‘¢viemy, ‘Our preparations were, made on the suppo 
sition of a continuation of good’ roads. Such a rair 


. ‘the Western, waters which has gone into ac- | 


)Bhe seems to have passed down an essential part -of his Mexican’ policy, and, land? ., . || by the Atclia 


Queen of the West necessartly defeated the plan, 





eee Stee ee 


he ae eosin sur Pema ins i x ere tay i) e ; i,” soah | Tents upon substantially the very grounds Serioualy, this officiel fampering! willy what herself, saseneien se Wited itéttbars and de! You cannot name any officer, any newspaper re- 


Of all the rebel Datteties, which did their 
fink her, _ She pasved all the. bettéties in 


pve.s + Ai ‘contain re- 
ports that « reconnoissance in strong force was, 
a few days’ since, made toward Port Hudson, by 
aportion of the troops’ under Gen. Bawxs, sta- 
fioned'at Baton Rouge, and when within a few 
miles of that position they were met by the enemy 
it wiperior numbers, who, after a brief but san- 
guiniary’ engagement, succeeded in compelling 
them to retire totheir camps. It is added that all 
the hospitals in New-Orieans had been taken for 
the ase of the wounded. - The story is rather im- 

"We learn from the Army of the Potomac that 
the rebels are still at work with great industry 
at their fortifications on the other side of the Rap- 

apparently determined that no effort 
on their part shall be wanting to make a crossing 
of'the tiver at Jeast difficult. They have thrown 
ap two lines of breastworks opposite Faimouth, 
on the low grounds near the river, and are con- 
tinaing. them. slong the bank in front of Fred+ 
; Jackson's force is said to be two 
mites south of ‘thet city. 

A dispatch from Nashville states that . the 
Cumberland River is now cleared of rebels be- 
tween Clarksville and that place. The river is 
much swollen, and the cotton lands are over- 
flown... Gen. Mircuxit has recently arrested two 
wealthy rebels in Nashville, as hostages tor two 
Unioa men held as prisoners at Chattanooga. 

The Lilinois Legislature has adjourned withoat 
pessing the resolutions appointing Commissioners 
to attend the Peace Convention to be held at 
Louisville. There were 's0 many Republicans 
absent. when the time came to take @ vote thet a 
quesem, could not be obtained. ‘The lower 
branch of the Legislature, however, showed how 
much: love it has for the soldiers by accepting a 
mpaeteanties porting teas 27S, 

Gen. MoCLELLas is to be summoned to Wash- 





which he assigned for that. . Foremost among 
them are those we have recited. The deter- 
mination to check the advance of the United | 
States toward’ the South, to relieve France 
from the necessity of procuring “her raw. mia- 
‘terial in o single market, to restore to the 
Lafin race on this Continent all its strength 


and prestige, and to establish the influence and | 


this openly avowed purpose lies at the bottom 
the power of France in the centre of Améri¢a,— 
of Naro.zow’s policy on. \this side the Atlan- 
tic, and will shape the action of his Governa- 
ment toward the United States. 

The French Emperor began by assaring the 
world that his only object’In the invasion of 
Mexico was to redress the wrongs of French 
subjects. In his letter to Gen: Foner, in July 
last, he threw off thia pretence, and avowed 
his real purpose. Hehas already collected in 
the Gulf, and in immediate proximity to Texas 
and our Southern coast, a naval squadron car- 
rying very nearly as many gune'as Our whole 
blockading force,—half of it utterly use- 
less, so far as the war. upon ‘Mexico 
is concernéd, In the . disasters -he has 
met he finds ample ,excuse for sending ‘an 
army of 75,000 or 100,000 French troops across 
the ocean. He ,bas. bad, agents for months 
past in this country preparing the way for the 
accomplishment of hie designs. M. Mrnoren, 
his Minister at Washington, an ‘adroit,’ vel- 
vety; unscrupulons diplomatist of the French 
school, has been from the beginning in. close 
relations with: men-of the secession stripe, 
and has been actively intriguing against our, 
Government, in Washington; in ‘New-York 
and in Richmond. With his knowe sympa- 
thies and his avowed opinions he should have 
been recalled a year ago. Bat he has been 
most active and serviceable to the Emperor 
in the promotion of his designs, and doe< not, 


‘ scruple now to predict their speedy consum- 


mation. 

We repeat that we have very little doubt 
of the recognition of the Southern Confeder- 
sacy by France within, the next two. months— 
‘to be followed . or, accompanied. by the: break- 
‘ing of the blockade. We have no doubt, 
whatever, that our people will, without dis- 
tinction of party, iheet. that, hostile outrage 
upon our independenee,.and: our honor by the! 
most resolute definace ; and we trust: Ooa- 


igtess : will put the: "coutitry ‘tas poaitida to | 


make that resistance effectual. - 


A Nove, DaMonarnasrones-A: “Washington 
correspondent of. the! World; who: ticipates 
very serious conseqiieiices {rout My, Sawano's 
| Teply to, a Sep iagtps atom settling our 


§ pp bey Yon 


Yarden sorter, Hee wna : 


is not professionally understood, creates irre- 


stroyed great quantities, of supplies, beside ‘porter, any person whatever, who can truthfully con- 


parable mischief—worse; perhaps, though of'| capturing the town of Vandalia with a force 
the same certainty, than the mifschief that of seven tars. » But the Indianola is « far su- 
would ensue were a body t0, as-|| petior” bat’ "to. the Queene;.Ghe » be-}: 
suthé the same familierity with medicine that | longs to the’ classé’ of Mogitors ‘which | 
they do with @ngineering, and attempt ta pre-|| heve. . been. building «for: service » on the 
écribe for their own ailments. For instance, Western waters, and is much ‘like. our sea-| 
this question of railWay gauge. On Saturday | going: Monitors in her main features. The 


Jast, Mr. Fessenpen made he flaring wate. rebela have nothing that: could: ‘stand fora 
ment in the Senate : . Bower alngennte Even the boasted rebel 
« It-was 9 conteded not iat sich a gauge (4 feet | iron-faced: (City “of 'Vicksburgh ‘could’ not 
8% inches) Was.too narrow. The best roavs in Enx- | stand the assaults of the Queen, and has had 
Shea’ The lente enna bone, to take refuge from her iro! nose behind a lot 
ee reason why so many were on 
thle proposed gauge wes ‘becbuse they. hea | 3 of: scows.,. It, has been reported that the 
and having begun wrong, the thing had to keep on. rebels have three iron-clads building up the 
But the wider geuge was sifer, and susceptibie of | Red River; but we think. it more likely that 
greater speed in traveling.” they have three hundred building in the 
All ot which is quite ‘correct, with the trifling | Great Sahara... The. Red River is ' said 
exceptions that the only gauge in England ig. Be da antl aecpanllesipede arene 


Western, which has'to @ ‘great extent been @ passage through at their pleasure: ae 
narrowed from 7 feet to 4 feet 8+ inches, so a8 | » likelier yar, though unlikely enough. But 


to work cheaper and conform to all the otbor | no supply-boat would “ever come this side of 


connecting lings; and that the wider’ the | dhe raft or the river, if one or two- of our gun- 
gauge the greater the dangerous weight and | poats were: scouting thé Lower Mississippi. 
friction in, passing, Curves, and the less the | We do not see that these two craft could be 
apeed with a given power: As Senator Han-.| jut to itidre important service than that thus 


ina remarked, it has been proposéd to narrow | indicated ; and.we. presume Gen. Guaxe  in- 


the gauge of the Erie road. Enginpera have. tends to use them for that purposed: 

estimated that this alteration could be gradu- another one or two of the river iron-clad 
ally accomplished st‘ \sost'which would in fleet will .vun the Viekbutgl batteriés, we 
80° years be ‘saved ‘out ‘of repairs; | tink they. niight do valuable 

not to: apeak “of ‘the abllty’ to avold'| tue banka of” the Moalesipl ‘in. .pre- 
transhipment in connéciing with. Oth-. yeniing the. rebels’ trom., building. any more: 
er lines. With a boiler and engitie. 25 | impregnable. fortifications. We have had 
heavy as the rails will economically carry, if- | saough work ofthis kind af Columbus, No. 10; 
creasing the gauge beyond the:standard,sim- | wemphis, Vicksburgh and Port Hudson—the 
ply adds length and weight to the axlesand | fortitying of nearly all of which places. might 
all the “athwartship” parts of a locomotive e@ily have been. prevented. Owing to the 
or car—simply increases the load, without nature of the ground, there are but few points 
adding « particle of aid in carrying it, As-| on the Lower Mississippi which are capable 


to ease in passing curves, no guage at all—a ts formidably fortified. Between 
mere line—would offer no. friction; and’ the | ; esc 


Cl teen miles below Natchez, and 
wheels, the twisting of the axles; and the yPiveronasten -miles, below Ellis’ iin 
racking of the whole structure. The rebels ‘have’ trifling works now at each 


+ | But thesd considerations; are of little mo+ | ‘of these places; but: if, ‘after the capture of | 


ment; compared’ with the. Change, of gauge, Vicksburgh, we adopt the old policy and lie 
from tlie‘common standard;to 6, feet.as’pro- |.on our: oars for three or 'stx months, they will 
posed—the immense cost and labor of unload- | be enabled. to. make each of them : ‘strong 
ing. all thé freight.from the cars of’ the twenty ||’ enough td démiaadia Half Year's labor for its 


may happea to reach the eastern — and mortar-boats ia their vieinity would ‘ma- 
the .; Pacific’ and, reloading . it: mpoti’| terially interfere with the ‘progress of the 
“the ‘Pacific, far, Af, one Sala in Tebel woshs. it 2a to ue) 
tailway,,,management is better. understood ‘Thoogh thinigs' do: not'séem' very aétive on 
‘than another, it.ia the’ great economy—the | ine Mississippi, we believe they ate progress- 
enon som nea Be Tk | ‘Ing 


are not, like Mr. Suwamn, cataghanamaptahianad: +. 
ial of, @ friend’s assertions’ and dis¢ourtesy ton 


foreign, Power. synonymous of dignity’ and | 
deenatnshanoneeniane paid « visit (6 the Awbassaier | the 


‘ef France, 20 a2 to protest by their prevince against the 


attitude which cr Beoretary @f Biase Wb beinel proper’ 


assume towarddbeths « ood eile dual. 2 flow 


se) ke Cateasbabs stone ate! Sabine ase wer 
There are, three)or four” specialty’ grave | 


I upderetend slee\that those: who: have! bead sie ‘errors about allway “esclaneas tat sels ia foo 


fo far forget 
eet to a For- 


pe Minister, toassure nts 


f this, State. made of Union 
a8 .one of -the:} time ago seized, and. 
- Hasan pc Alea pte forte tar W 
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thousand’ mities Of 4 feet 8¢ inch raitway, that | reduction.|\ ‘The presente of some of our gun | 


firm one word of what you say against md. The.very 

reverse of what you say wodll Mave beepirue. I 
“Wave always advocaied crossing the river, aod my 
brigade has done an immense work ia, surveys and 


Of all tlie officers in’ this army, you could have 
named no one to whom your remarks apply jess than 
to myself. ea ally, 

, P, WOODBURY, 
Helgadier. Generaf Volunteers, 

[We publish the above with pleasure, We.have 
Only to say in regard to it, that in writing the let- 
ter referred to, we believed that we bad the most 
unquestionable. authority for every statement 
which it contained; and that we shall await the 
publication of the testimony recently taken be- 
fore the War Committee of the Senate, for the op- 
portunity of making public the reasons which led 
to the conclusion expressed. Meantime, we ‘uc- 
cept Gen. WoopsyRy’s statements. on this sub- 
ject as conclusive. Ep. Tiugs.] 


FROM THE STATE CAPITAL. 
—_——» 
Petitions fer Dumniy Engines—The [yevita- 
ble Breadway Ratiread Bill_Privateand 
_ Lecal Bilis—Grent.. Amount of Business 
Transacted—Speaker Callicet—The Gene 
oral Beyuty Bilt; ae, 
a 
Aisasy, Wednesday, Feb. 16, 1863. 

There was 2 flood of petitions in the House to-, 

dsy, praying for the: “ dumimy”'dn’ the Brookiya 
Central Railroad, and there appeared to be some sig- 
nificance to the remark, that “ dummy on the brain” 
had assumed the chronic form. The wide gap be- 
tween the huge," snorting locomotive and the fnsufi- . 
cient horse, it seéms tp be conceded, should be 
closed ; and this, it is ciaimed, the “dummy” will 
do. If this claim is. well based—and all the evidence 
edduced goes to show that it then the “dummgay ” 
must be conceded to be one of the greatest impravee. 
ments of the day—one of those steps forward mate 
at long, intervals, constituting landmarks in the 
march of improvement. 

Mr. Fuss, of Richmond, gave notice te the House 
to-day of a bill authorizing the construction of a rail- 
road in Broadway, New-York, and to regulate the 
same. This dill is y nderstood to be in the interest of 
_ the vame parties iat were here last session. The ) 
general provisions of the proposed bill provide for ine. ‘1 
construction of a road from the vicinity of onsale 
‘street through Broadway | to the Battery, with oraneh- 
eb on elther side to the ferries. 

| Phe'promoters of this enterprise have moved wath... 
great d and though. first in the .minda.of 
those earliest on the ground, it has beep held back to 
a.comparatively laie dav. tg’ greener 
‘with this delay, bat ‘eat 
peso va ih nth 4 
the rumors, however, that 
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